DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
25th

May
26th May
28th May

St Stephen Norbury &
Thornton Heath
Newsletter

7pm Mtr Cordella’s induction at St Philip’s
8pm Ascension Day Sung Mass
12 noon Celebration of Eric and Pat Pudney
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St Stephen’s Church, Warwick Road, Thornton Heath CR7 7NH
Vicar: Fr Geoffrey Riba-Thompson SCP
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Andrea Anderson
msequinox@msn.com
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lanaruddock@gmail.com
SPA: Aileen Ross
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Church Hall bookings: Iona Nelson-Ashley - 020 8679 3401
Safeguarding: Lana Ruddock and Maxine Cooper
Please take this notice sheet away with you. There are copies available to
give to a friend or neighbour who is not able to be in church. There is an
electronic copy available just give Fr Geoffrey your email address.
Items for the newsletter should be notified to Fr Geoffrey by
Thursday morning.
Tel. 020 8684 3820. Email: ststephens@fastmail.uk

15th May

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Readings: Acts 11.1-18, Psalm 148.1-14
Revelation 21.1-6, John 13.31-35
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OUR TWIN PARISHES IN ZIMBABWE AND THE USA We are twinned with St
Mark’s, Patchway and St Luke’s, Chakari in the diocese of Central
Zimbabwe. We will pray regularly for Fr Taurayi Kaerezi and his people.
Please pray, too, for the Episcopal parish of Grace in Chicago, and the
Archdiocese of Jerusalem. Fr Geoffrey has a short update from Zimbabwe
that he’d be happy to forward by email.
PRAYING FOR THE PARISH This month we are praying for all who live in
Richmond Road and St Helen’s Road, and those who live outside the parish.
Prayer card deliveries have resumed.
THE BREAD AND WINE We are accepting sponsorship for the bread and
wine we use at the Eucharist. For £5 the elements can be dedicated to a
loved one or to mark a special occasion. Please contact Fr Geoffrey if you
want to sponsor the elements.
BOOK FOR WALSINGHAM 2022 The dates for the 2022 pilgrimage are 9th –
11th September. Booking is now open. There are ten places remaining so
please don’t delay in signing up. A deposit of £40 secures your place. The
booking list is at the back of church. Bookings will close in mid-June.
CROYDON CITIZENS It was good fun to be at the Town Hall last Monday to
greet the newly elected Mayor, Jason Perry. Croydon Citizens presented
him with a special copy of all the undertakings he made before the election,
and a Magnolia tree to remember us by. We look forward to him fulfilling
his promises very soon.
TIME & SKILLS SURVEY The single sheet survey has been sent to our entire
mailing list. Hard copies are available in church. Please fill in your survey as
soon as you can and place the sheet in the suggestions box at the back of
church. Those in charge of the area of activity you are interested will be
given your details and will contact you.
MONEY MATTERS From now on all correspondence regarding donations and
stewardship should be sent to our new Treasurer, Oscar Riba-Thompson:
oscar@fea.st. M: 07880 678818.

FOOD BANK DONATIONS Please continue to give tinned and dried goods
and toiletries as often as you can. Items can be left in the large plastic box
at the back of church or in the vicarage porch at any time. We are also
happy to receive cash donations to enable us to buy supplies.
CONFIRMATIONS There will be a deanery Confirmation service this autumn
(date and time and venue to be announced). Anyone aged 10 or over can
be Confirmed so please give your name to Fr Geoffrey and/or sign up on
the list at the back of church. If you have a child just under the age of 10
they can still be Confirmed but only with the Bishop’s permission. There will
be a short course of preparation involved.
MTR CORDELLA DAWSON Mtr Cordella will be inducted as Vicar of St
Philip, Beech Road, Norbury on Wednesday 25th May at 7pm. All St
Stephen’s people are welcome to attend to support Mtr Cordella (a former
member of our congregation and Church Warden) as she begins this new
stage in her ministry.
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND BLESSINGS St Stephen’s is fully open for
Baptisms, weddings and the blessing of civilly married/partnered unions. As
always, bookings can be made in person between 10.30 and 11.30 on
Saturday mornings in church. Other times can be arranged. To check on
preliminaries (especially charges for weddings) go to our website
www.ststephensnth.co.uk for all the relevant information. There is no
charge for Baptism.
REMEMBERING ERIC AND PAT PUDNEY The Pudney family would like to
invite you all to share in a Eucharist of Thanksgiving, on Saturday 29th May
(12noon-1.15pm).
ASCENSION DAY The Feast of the Ascension falls on 26th May this year.
There will be a sung Eucharist at 8pm that evening. This is a lovely festival
that speaks of Christ’s return to His heavenly Father and the inclusion of
our humanity in the Godhead. The hymns are lovely, too!

